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M. Erish’s Letter from Texas,

We publish below, extricts from the Lelter of |
Mr. Irish, in Texas, to his father in Union. We
are informed that he kept no regnlar journal, and
therefore had 10 trust wholly 1o his memory for
the correctuess of tié dates, consequently there
may be some inaccuracies on that point, but the
general particulars way be relied on as facts.
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I shall now return 1o the time that T wrote you

from Albama, directly afier which I went 10 New

Orleans, where 1 staid ten days. From thence
led 1o N i

..Sriutw.

We copy the following beautiful lines, by George P,
Morris, from the New York Mirror, which have been
set to music by Henry Russcll:' They arc on a hack-

ject, it is true, but no matter, they have a
mweet simplicity, which is the wore valuable, because so
seldon found in modern poetry. [Port. Courier.]

THE OAK.
Woedman, spare that tree !
Touch not n single bongh !
In youth it sheltercd me,
And I'll protect it now.
*Twas my forcfather's hand
That placed it near his cot :
There, woodman, Iet it stand,
Thy axe shall harm it not ¢

That old familiar tree,
Whose glory and renown
Are spread o'er land and sea,
And wouldst thou hack it dosn ;
Woodman, forbear thy stroke !
Cut not its carth bound ties;
Oh, spare that aged oak,
Now towering to the skies !

When but an idle boy

T sought it grateful shade ;
In all their gushing joy

Here, too, my sisters played.
My mother kies'd me here :

My father press'd my hand—
Forgive this foolish tear,

But let that ol ouk stand ¢

My heart-strings round thee cling,
Close as thy bark old friend !
lere shall the wild-bird sing,
And still thy branches bend.
Old tree ! the starm still brave !
And, woodinan, leave the spot;
While Uve a hand to save,
Thy axe shall harm it not
From the New York Mirror.
NEW ENGLAND.
New England! dear New England ¢
My birth-place proud and free ;
A traitor's cursc be on my head,
When I am false to thee !

I h , 0u my way to Tex-
as, where [ met a gentleman named Alunson
Burr, when | accampanied 1o his residence near
San Augustine, and, with whom [ resided from
July 5, 10 Oct. 17th 1835 ; when I joined a com.
pany of volunteers, for San Antonio or Bexar,
against the Mexicuns ; which placed we reached
Nov. 4.

We remained inactive, with the exception of a
few trifling skirmishes, in several of which I wag
{engaged, till Nov. 26h, when a spy breught word
that a reinforcement of Mexicans 00 strong, was
within 6 miles of Bexar.
T'he bosile and confusion in the Camp caused
some dclay of the Infantry : Lut Col. James Bow-
ie with 36 horse, on the first alarm, threw him.
self bLetween the approaching enemy and the
town.  The reported reinforcement proved 10
be a foraging party, from the town, 150 strong,
with whom the cavalry under Col. Bowie, hada
smart eugagement of about half au hour, when
300 of our Infantry reached the scene of action.
The enemy were also reiuforced by 600 men.
A charge wa uily ordered by our comman-
ich was made with great spirit : the Mex-
1cans were routed  with great conlusion, and we
pursued them 1ill we were fired on from the town.
Our loss was 3 slighly wounded ; that of the en-
emy 10 killed, 2 taken prisoners, wounded un.
known. Ln this uetion I for the first time heard
the groans, and heheld the agonies of death, by
the haud of man, which greauly shocked my feel-
ings.

moted 8 miles below ; and Wwhich our captain]!

determined 10 secure, ' Mysell and 6 others were,
lefi to guard the prisoners and pragorty, while the,
other 15 being joined by 4 ot & cilizens, proceed-
ed on their expedition below. When within a
few hundred yards of the flace where the goods|
were deposited, they were met by 30 or 40 Mexi-
cans and Indians. “A skirmish ensued, in which
the Americans drove the enemy without any loss
1o themselves, Qur men then relurned, ta within
about a mile of the Missions, where wo had been
left with the prisoncrs, The guard was lefi with
the baggage,till the compuny could go tothe Mix-
sion, and send a waggon for that, which we couldd
nototherwise remove. They had becn gone a
short time, when we discovered a party of 60 or
70 whites and Indians, advancing upon us, Iind-|
ing it impossible to reach the rest of our company,
we took shelter in a thicket on the river, On
coming up the hostile party divided, one part sur-
rounding the thicket, in which we were, while
the other, went ini pursuit of cur company, a part
of which was still in view, Another skirmish
followed in which the enemy was repulsed, and
one American slightly wounded. ‘This relieved
ns, who were in the thicket, for on the

fone ‘‘Gentlemen, let us meet our doom like

cry, I'snid 1o him * let us break ;" he replied ““no,
it is useless to run we shall all be killed.” At

ers to make ready,
uot ten feet distant
my feclings that I remained unmoved.

still I remained unbur
sented itsell fo my view !
still ring in my ears.
round, I discovered on my |
men who had made their way
sprung for the fence us onc 3,
Fell prostrate ;
other side. A wide spread prairie was now be.
fore me, and the only shelter which offered was
to the right or left where the other djvisions had
been marched.
ning about 100 yards I ventared to lo
shoulder ; a tall officer with a drawn s
pursuit of me ; I then threw off
again looking behind [ saw 1ha
stopped.
town, I sawa |

men.” A young man on my right beginning to(|m

his moment I heard the order for our execution-
and saw their guns

says, with renewed strength, and

mr. s i
ay see:n threw him on Vire Boot, 5

A scuffle for some minutes ensued, when (he

negro rather getting the advantage, got her ont
of the house, and by her hair, dragged her some
5 =

sa
or

yet such was the state of]
I heard
; the roar of musketry followed 5

1. But what a“scene pre-
Thuse death shrieks
Glancing my eyes hastily

H
he order 10 fire
er
di
lo
2

in the direction of a pond, where he
id he intended to drown her.” Having a gate
bars to pass through, she there once more re.

gnined lier feet, and delermined to make anoth-

struggle for her life. He here drew a Jarge
rlg knife from his pocket, with which he thought
dispatch her. She saw it, and immediately

eft, about a dozen
oser the fence. 1
pringing for life ; 1

but recovering wus soon on 1he|(hi

Tchose the right.  Afier run-
ok over my
word was in
my hat and coar;
¢ my porsuer had
As I passed near the main partof the

bo
fo
al

ment of the firing the hostile party left us.

This was the first time, I ever heard the horrid
yells of the savages, when exasperated and seek-
ing revenge. 'I'lie moment we were left to our-|
selves, I endeavored to persuade those with me to
cross the river; but to no effect. [ then resolved
to swim the river mysell’; but when ] ascended
the opposite bank, I found before we a high prai-
rie, without a shrub for concealment. 1 then re-
crossea, entirely below the enemy, where a thick-
et afforded it sheler.  In abou an hour dark
canie on, when I beut my course for the Mission,
where I expected to find our company. When
arrived within half a mile of the place, 1 weni
round s0 as 1o come in from the opposite side. 1
came 1o the outer house, where I listened for some
time, without hearing the least noise, which con-
vinced me that our men were safe ¢ knowing
them to have plenty of liquor with them, which
had it been into the hands of the Indians, would
have produced great rioting. I concluded thai
our meu were in the Mission, and closely besieg-
ed by the enemy, which proved to be the case. |
therefore resolved to go to Labadea, as soon as

Nothing further oceurred worthy of notice till
the morning of Dec. Ist, when at 1he dawn of day,
we made a descent upoun the fortified town of
Bexar, with about 300 men ; commanded by Col.
Mihelm.  We advanced within G0 yards of the
euemies works, where we sheltered from their fire
by the houses, which were of stone. The forti-
fication consisted of batteries, thrown across the
strects at their entrance into the public square.—
They were from 1210 15 feet high with a ditch
i front. There were also port holes made in the
backs of the houses, fronting the square. We
dug port holes through the walls of the houses,

possible, to procure assistance.  On the road 1
fell in with the guard, I had left in the thicket,
on their way to Labadea. When [ arrived with-
in 9 miles of Labadea, we met a body of Amer-
icans on their way 1o the mission, having receiv-
ed an express for assistance some hours before.
I procecded to Labadea wlere were about 300
men. The next day orders were received from
Col. Fanning, to abandon the place. An express
was sent from the Mission for our men who were!
on the march to return to Labadea with all possi-
ble speed, as the former place had fallen into the
liands of the enemy. A f~w days afier having

wherever they would bear upon those of the
ny.

“Divisions of wen were scnt to different houses
some of which fronted the streets, with their end
on the square.  I'hings continued thus till the
5th a1t 3 o’clock A. M. when a Division of men

While rolls the bright Connecticut,
In silver to the sca—
‘While old Wachusett rears its head,
1 will remember thee !

By every recollection dear,

By friendship's hallowed tie,

By scenes engraven on the heart,—
By love that cannot die—

And by the sweet, the farewell kiss
OF dearest Roralic,

New England—dear New England !
1 will remember thee !

1 may not climb thy misty hills,
At purple eve or morn,

Nor bind amony the laughing girls,
The yellow sheares of corn.

1 may not tread the crags that bear
The thunder of the sca,

But by the bright autamnal sky,

J will remember thee t

Though in the far and sunny south,
The cyes of lave may shine,

And mausic at the revel charm,
And beauty pour the wine,

Y will not listen to the harp,

Nor jain the revelry,

But in the fountain plange my cap,
And drink a health to thee!

And when from weary wanderings,
At length I basten back,

How lildbely will I tread again,
The old familiar track,

And if my Roaalie trae,

forced their way through the barricaded door of
a house, that fronited the square, without the loss
of a man.  T'he enemy I the house

abody of M ped within
5 miles of us, we concluded to retreat to Viciory,
a small town on the Warlope, about 25 miles off:
for which we took up our march on the day fol-
lowing the dis~overy.  Afier proceeding about 6|
miles, we discovered a small party of the enciny
on our lefi.  We halted on a commanding emi-
nence where we remained an hour or two. We

ded a short distance from thence when we

ull day light, when a few well directed fires from
our deadly rifles, drove them to the fort on the
opposite side ol theriver, leaving ns in possession
ot the town.

A capitulation was soon agreed upon, by which
the Mexicans were to deliver up the fort and all
public property, in 6 days. In this engagement
our loss was 7 killed and 15 wounded, that of the
enemy 160 kilied and wonnded. The only i

saw a large body of horse on our right.  We|
were immediately formed for baule; and sent
them a few rounds of canister when they made
a manouvre to throw themselves in front us; see-
ing which our commander ordered us to march
to the timber about a mile distant. The foe see-
ing this advanced upon us, both the cavalry and
Infantry which had now come up. A sharp en-
ensued, in which the Mexicans were

ry I received was a slight wound in the neck,
Irom a musket ball.

According to the capitulation at the end of 5
days we had the pleasure of seeing 1100 Mexi-
cans leave the fort for Rio Grande. The force of
the enemy could not have been less than 1700
men while ours did not exceed 550.

1 shall now give a short description of the stone
houses, at San Antonio, which may be interest-
ing. liey are built of undressed rock, and a

:el;llsed with the lossof 200 men. Our loss was
7killed and 63 wounded. ‘I'his engagement last-
cd three or four hours in which they had greaily
ihe advantage being on the rising ground, while
we were in a hollow, and numbering also upwards|
of 2000 men, while were not more than 300 —
"They had no Artillery, ows consisting of 7 piec-
es was silent sume time before the close of the
action, owing I suppose to the number of wound-
ed of that department. My rifle having become

<ort of uuslacked lime dug from the earth. The

walls are generally 33 inches thick and 20 feet p

useless, I repaired 1o a six pounder, and having

high. widilh of the hous generally from
20 to 25 feey, the length is various, ofien long
ranges with partitions, in which are neither doors
or windows.  The roofs are also singularly con-
strueted.  Instead of rafters, beams extend from
one end to the other, about a foot apart. A cos-
ering of shingles, resembiling staves, follows, over
which a course of small stone, and then a thick
coat of mortar, which hardens in the sun till a
complete roof is formed. Their Churches and
Missions are built of the same materials, with
arched roofs, instead of rafiers and shingles.—

(And false she cannot be,)
New England! in thy mountain stream
VIl drink again to thee!

— el

An old money grub ia the city of Glasgow,
who discounted bills for Lis friends when the
o promise to pay” held gdod sack security in the
shape of endorsations, was applied 1o by afriend
1o cash a small bill for him, when old Discount
required an additional security, Tlhe friend who
liule expected a request of the kind, got into a
voilont rage; ** Security, sit ! I'll give you the
devil for secarity.”  ** Weel, then, just bring him
forward ; and, as [ ne'er hae seen the gentleman,

any part, which gives them the appearance of be-

They have also high steeples, with several bells
in each. The walls of buildings, are as high as

ing flat.  The dwellings of the poor, are misera-
ble low huts, formed by placing round poles with
one end in the ground, in a high straigh line, as
near together as possible, 7 or 8 feet high, over
the centre extends a large ridgepole, supported
at each end by a forked stick, let 2 or 3 feet into
the ground ; from this rafier enend_ to the poles
which compose the wulls, covered with straw, or
mortar, with which also the walls are daubed.—

d several charges for her, with the aid
of a cowardly Irishinan, and a brave Pole, I fired
twice with good effect, on a body of horse, ad-
vancing upon us.  Immediately alter the repulse

this I shified my course
heads of valleys thatlay between the town and
the division of men I had o pass. On this the
horseman wheeled and took after some nien run.
ning in the prairie.
now fired on ; and seeing several men run near-
ly for me, I shified my course, and soon succced-
ed in reaching the bushes.
the river, which I crossed
distance on the bank, when
river, as I had done five times befure, and con-
cealed myself where I remained 1ill dark, when 1
ventured once more upon the prarrie.
reason of (he great exertions I had made, being|
unable 10 proceed, I was obliged to lie down be.
neath the shelter of a single bush, where 1 soon
fell asleep.  How long I slept | know not; as |
tound myself standing on my feet, awakened, as
I thought by the report of a'musket ; which was
frequently the case afierwards.
for the American settlements, and afier 10 days
reached the Colorudo having seen many of the
encmy at a distance, at different times.
found the camp fires of the M,
ing; 1 found also, a calf’s head roasted by them
the preceding evening, which was the first cooked
food I had taken since my escape, having sub-
sisted on raw vegetables,
the river Brazos, which was swollento such a de-
gree that I dare wot attempt to cross it. I here
heard the enemy crossing, and afien saw their
scouts, so that T deemed it not safe to
of food. 1 therefore returned to the Colorado,
where I often saw parties both of Mexicans and
Indians. My concealment lasted more than six
weeks during which time I
provisions from the neighboring farms. On the
eighteenth of May I discavered that the Ameri-
caas had returned to their farms, w
ed to meet, being the first person to whom I had
spoken since my escape.
that Santa Anna was a prizoner ;
Texian army would be there in 2
arrival of thearm
Labadea, w!
of my former companions, whose remains afier
the massacre had been partly burned. This was
by far the most trying scene through which I ev-
ever passed.
2d, when I procured my discharge, and reached
San Augustine the 251h of the sume month, T'le
day after my arrival 1 was attacked with the ague
and fever, which lasied more than three months,
For the last three weeks I have
gaining my health, so that I am now able to go
work.

Country T'he Eastern part is priucipally timber
land ; the prairies being smull ; but as you ad-
vance fo the west they become much larger, often
30 or 40 miles wide,and more than 100 in breadth
‘The soil in all parts is extremely fertile, and re-
markably free from stones.
kinds ot stock is raised here without the trouble
of feeding it. Game abounds, such as wild hors.
es and caltle, hogs, bears, wolves, calamounts,
panthers, wild cats, and plenty of deer, of which
1 have seen hundredsin a day,
duces readily, cotton, corn, sweet potatoes, tur-
nips, and peaches.

startafier me; perceiving
more 1o the right, for 1he

The division before me was

1

1 bent my course for
, and proceeded some||pl
Lagain swam the
by
3

But, by||pl

d
!
Ibentmy course

Here |

firmly grasped by ea
hiis throat,
ended, and left her.
up her children, and setout for the nearest neigh-

TWENTY FOURTH CONGRESS,.
_— T e

report, aud Mr Wright m

Lee.

feathers, dyes of all kinds,
ments, teas, sugars, &c. &c.

lessly and vigoronsly grasped it. Each en-

arle:

d:{u‘ornd 10 wrest it from the other, in which
neither succeeded.

She finally however, turned
9 own weapon upen himself, “and alihough yet
ch, she succeeded in cutting
pposed his ife was near ennugh
She immediately gathered

He sy,

or's, where ehe gave
T the negro was com:
ive,

the alarm, and a search
menced. He was found
the wound not haring proved mortal.

SECOND SESSION.

Fuipay, Jan. 27.
IN SENATE.
Mr Waignr, the Chairman of the Committee

on Finance reported a Bill fur the reduction of

he revenue.  The bill w.

A8 unaccompanied by 4
ade some' remarks ex-
lanatory of the course intended by the Commit-
The bill was definite, making a large num-
er of dutiable articles free, from and afier the
0th.  Among them are minal sali, coal, jewelry,
laited and silver ware, watches precious stones,

5 philosophical instru-

Wines and all vinous liquo'rs, one half of the
uty 1o be deducied.

Maunufuctured iron for the hulls of steamboats
fr

—free.

Mr WriGnT said that this bill did not neccess

sarily couflict with the bill presented in the House,
The bill would reduce the revenue about B2,
500,000. Mr Cuay spoke with fury against this

still burn-

In 2 days I reached
v

go in quest ||V

procured plenty of

hom I hasien- a

From them I learned
also that the|
days. On the
y I again joined it and went to

. . w
here 1 witnessed the funeral services

ol

I continued in the army till June :

L
been rapidly ;
1

I will now give you some description of the !

Abundance of all

1
The soil pro-

of the enemy, we were employed to-dig a diich,
at which we continued most of the night. = In
the morning the Mexicans appeared with several
pieces of Artillery and large reinforcements.—
T'hey hoisted a flag truce , which was followed
by a capitalation honorable for usto aceept, throw-|
ing us into their hands. We were taken back 10
Labadea, closely guarded and allowed about 3-4
of a pound of fresh beet a day. Four duys afier
60 prisoners were broughtin who had been tak-
en on their landing a1 Copono.  On the morning
of April 2d we were paraded, for what purpose
we knew not. We were then marched out of|
the Fort, divided into three parties and led, one
company, down the river, the 24 up the river, the
third in which I found mysell, was taken about
300 yards from the fort, into 2 pen of about’ a
quarter of an acre sarrounded by a high brush
fence. We were marched to the opposite side of|
the pen, with a file of men on each side, when
one file halted and we were led round, 1ill our

I these are no floors, except the ground.

whole line was brought along the _fE"_CE. and then
These manceuvres first_intimated 10 us|

About the 20th of Dec. I leit San Antonio for

haled.
balied,

Labadea, where I arrived in5 days. On the 15th

get twa decent men to say that its really him, and
ye'll get the sifler.””

Sigania

PemiTe Parony.  We find the following in an
exchange pnpar.  Who tlie author js we know
This however, though a rery small specie
men, is cerininly not a bad one, of his parodi-
zing powers. Let him try again, “Jarge a
ches from little toe corns grow."

March, the company to which [ belonged, was
ordered to the Mission 27 miles off, 1o secure
some property, assist somie families in moving and
take some Mexican slaves prisoners ; before the
advance af their arny, then lying at St. Patrick,
on 1he River Novas, 53 niiles from the Mission.
We reached the place at dark, 92 in number. In

stant stared me in the face. Dinwardly cried,

and it was now too late for hope ; from that mo-
ment all fear lefi me; a desperate indignation
took its place. In that awful hour a few jmpres-
sioned exclamations burst rom (he men ; as|

what was to be our fate. Here Death for an in-

Lord have mercy on me! when ﬂ_lhnuglu oceur-|
red ta me ; I had spent my life in wickedness,

0 : . d! and O God !'when
the mopning pur busipess was arranged except re=||* Lord have mercy! O Lor Go
covering gome goods which the Mexicans had re-lla young gentleman from Alabama, said in a firm

1

remarkable instance of courage in a woman is
related by the Columbus ('Tenn.) Obscrver. Mr
John Matthews, residing five or six miles from
that town, was absent from howe, and his wife,
threc small children and a negro, composed all

scious of danger, was aitending to her usual bu-
siness, when early in the night, a whistle was

gro being in the house with his midtress, having
Just finished making a large firc.

whistle was heard, the negro pretendiiig to be as
much alafmed as his mistress, remarked that lie
would go out and get the axe to defend them-
selves with, if danger should approach them.—
He did so, and placed it against the side of the
house.
was stooping to pick up something she had drop-
ped, the negro caught her by the neck with one
hand and reached the other for the axe, swear-
ing he intended to kill her,
stooping posture, broke from his grasp, and

and strength, as to be able to ger the axe first, |,
which she did, and fearing he might take it from |
her, pitched it out as far as she could in the dark,
where she thought he would hardly again find ir.
The negro, thinking he could accomplish hix
purpose witkout it, again rughed. al Mrs M. with
the intention of throwing her into the 6re.

UmPaRALLELED Bravery oF A Woman. A

he family in the house. Mrs Matthews, uncon-

wo or three times heard at the window, the ne-

When the(|;

In'a short time, while Mrs Matthews

She rose from her |,

hrew him €o far from her by her quick motion |,

He
hrew her on the hearth, but she rose, as she

ye:

diator on the partof Mr Jarvis, and Mr Pe:
un the side of Mr Bell,

wound, but they were all without effect.
made the matter nn better, but rather worse,
saw 1n fancy, Messrs Jarvis and Bell, at iwen.

newed attack on the com

promise of 1839,
The bill w

as than ordered tv be . privted with

the tables accompanying it, and postponed and
made the order of the day for Thuraday next.

The resolution respecting the counting of the
otes for President and Vice President was so

{amended on motion of Mr Clay, as to direct the
Commitiee (appointed to consist of

Messra
Wright, Clay, and Grundy) o _inquite whether

any of the electors were ineligible by reason of
holding any office incompatible with that of e-
lector, and adopted as amended,

IN THE HOUSE.
Isaro C. Crary, Representative elect for the

State of Michigan was, after debate and by the

id of the previous question,
25 150, nays 32.
The remainder of the day wasoceupled by an

admilted to his seat,

occurrence of which we have scen several ac-
counts,

> ‘They all agree substantially, howerver,
vith the followiog farnished d

f the Boston Post 1.
The house were proceeding to the considera-

y a corr

tion of the usual business—private bills—when
Me Bell of Tennessee, hoped the House would

proceed 10 the consideration of hisbill “-10 ge.

cure the freedom of elections.”” Mr Jarvis, of
Maine, said that the gentleman from Tennesses

must kuow that no legislative action whatever

could arise on his bill this session, ‘therefore,

nothing could be gained by a turther prosecu-
ion of the bill now, than to gratify personal feel«
ngs.

Mr Bell.  That is false, sir.

My Jarvis. 1 shall hold you respotisible for
hat expression, Sir.

Mr Mercer, of Va. thought, as this might be of

far more importance than it scemed, he wished

he two gentlemen now to seitle the issue be-
ween them, and moved that * the two members
pledge themselves 10 the house shat they will not

prosecute any further the quarrel now aricen be-

ween them.” ~This excited much debate’and a

grent deal of fecling.

Mr Thomas, of Maryland, appeared as me-
yton,

The debate assumed as many aspects 5 & cha-

melion on a clondy day. Mr Glascack gave &
commentary on the ** Code noir,” or, as he.called

1, the code of honor. Mr Briggs, of Mass. was

fearful of the results and piciured bloody murder
before him in case it was not decided Bow. '

Various other members had various ideas a-

bout it, nod there was go much variety, 1hat it
seemed as though it must be settled in 1he feld.
Mr Peyton made a conditional retraction foy his
friend in order that Mr Jarvis might explain.—.
Jarvis said he had not threatened, -and did not

niend 10 do =0, it was not his character. £
Mr Bell sat eating wafers—seemed agitated—

but said wothing.

Several atlempts were made to adjburn but neg-

atived by the House—i began to grow dark and
affairs looked terrible blue.

Every body proposed a medicine to beal the
Y bucy props They

I

y paces. Just then Wise, of Virginia, appeared

and made a speech, the first since his anack on

he President—and assumed the responsibility on
he part of Mr Bell, and retracted the offensive
anguage of his friend, and asked Mr Jarvis for

an explanation of his words. Mr Jarsis said,
that now be had ap opportunity, for the first time,
to make an explanation, he would report his
words and explain them, which he did ; and Mr.
Wise said, ** 1 take the responsibility and pro-
nounce, for my friend from Tennessee, that the



